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'Concessions to local feeling' and such like rubbish are only
weakness-concessions, incentives to more violence. We are big
enough to admit a fault, and turn a new page: and we ought to
do it with a hoot of joy, because it will save us a million pounds a
week.

I3i:    MESOPOTAMIA1
BY    EX.-LIEUT.-COL.    T.    E.    LAWRENCE
(Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford)
(Mr, Lawrence^ whose organisation and direction of the Hedjaz
against the Turks was one of the outstanding romances of the wary
has written this article at our request in order that the -public may
be fully informed of our Mesofotamian commitments?)
The people of England have been led in Mesopotamia into a
trap from which it will be hard to escape with dignity and honour.
They have been tricked into it by a steady withholding of informa-
tion.   The Bagdad communiques are belated, insincere, incom-
plete.   Things have been far worse than we have been told, our
administration more bloody and inefficient than the public knows.
It is a disgrace to our imperial record, and may soon be too
inflamed for any ordinary cure.   We are to-day not far from a
disaster.
The sins of commission are those of the British civil authorities
in Mesopotamia (especially of three 'colonels') who were given a
free hand by London. They are controlled from no Department
of State, but from the empty space which divides the Foreign
Office from the India Office. They availed themselves of the
necessary discretion of war-time to carry over their dangerous
independence into times of peace. They contest every suggestion
of real self-government sent them from home. A recent pro-
clamation about autonomy circulated with unction from Bagdad
was drafted and published out there in a hurry, to forestall a more
liberal statement in preparation in London, 'Self-determination
papers' favourable to England were extorted in Mesopotamia in
1 Printed in The Sunday Times, August a and, 1920.